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PEREZ JIMINEZ 
| WINS ELECTION 

Ex-Dictator Gets Seat in 
-- Venezuelan Senate 


By ROBERT BERRELLEZ 

3CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
Marcos Perez Jimenez, the ex- 
dretator convicted in August of 
taking $13 million in public 
ftiftds and kickbacks, has won a 
seat in Venezuela’s Senate and 
axobust voice in the nation’s af- 
fairs. 

jHie pudgy 54-year-old “PJ”, 
as! he is known here, won his 
Senate seat in last Sunday’s bal- 
loting by a landslide in the Ca- 
racas district, even though he is 
liVlng in exile in Spain. 

His National Civic Crusade is 
assured of 25 seats in the 197- 
member Chamber of Deputies 
oirjthe basis of still incomplete 
returns that have left the race 
for the Venezuelan presidency 
up!in the air. 

I CALDERA LEADS 
In that race Social Christian 
Rafael Caldera had a 24,740-vote 
lead over Gonzalo Barrios of 
the; Accion Democratica party 
of President Raul Leoni. 

With about 400,000 votes still 
not! reported, the official return 
was 895,308 for Caldera and 
870,568, for Barrios. 

Accion Democratica took the 
full reigns of governments after 
the-military overthrew Perez Ji 
menez in January 1958 and sent 
him into exile, eventually in the 
United States. 

Perez Jimenez ruled from 
1951 with an iron hand. But he 
brought improvements .to this 
capital and a semblance of pros- 
perity. 

OPPOSITION SMASHED 
the PJ crusade smashed all 
opposition in Caracas. It elected 
11! federal deputies from this 
district and placed seven candi-l 
dates on the 24-seat City Coun- 
cil. 

“I think we spent no morel 


than $12,000,” said a PJ party 
leader for Caracas. “We didn’t 
[promise anything. All we asked 
for was the vote.” 

Arturo Uslar Pietri, regarded 
as one of Venezuela’s top politi- 
cal experts, described the Perez 
Jimenez comeback as a back- 
lash by voters who felt the Ac- 
cion Democratica persecuted 
him by bringing him to trial. 

The Accion Democratica gov- 
ernment of President Romulo 


Betancourt, Leoni’s predeces- 
sor, succeeded in getting the 
(United States to extradite Perez 
Jimenez in August 1963. 

He was convicted after a long 
trial last Aug. 1 and sentenced 
;to 4 years, 45 days in prison. 
But since he had spent more 
time than that in jail before and 
during trial he was immediately 
set free. 

His election victories now baf- 
fle experts, but little people on 
'the lower rungs of the economic 
ladder rejoiced. 

“There was law and order 
and respect for authority in the 
old days,” said a wrinkled old 
man. “It isn’t safe to go in the 
streets any more.” 



